
Kia Wharite 
A unique partnership between Horizons Regional Council, Department of Conservation, 
landowners and iwi.  

This partnership was started in 2008 and aims 
to protect some of our most precious taonga 
in one of the most stunning and least-known 
areas of the North Island. Blue Duck (Whio), 
North Island Brown Kiwi, and old growth forest 
will be protected by the combined pest control 
efforts of DOC, Horizons, landowners and iwi. 

Where is the project?

The project area is centred on the Whanganui 
National Park, west of Ohakune, and includes 
long sections of the scenic Whanganui, 
Retaruke and Manganui o te Ao rivers. Horizons’ 
pest control efforts are focused on private land, 
working in conjunction with landowners, while 
DOC focuses on Crown land. 

Kia Wharite project area 

Manganui o te Ao River

Raetihi

Owhango

Ohakune

Taumarunui

National Park

S
H

4

SH
43

SH 49

SH 41

SH
43

RETARUKE/MANGANUI-O-TE-AO
INTEGRATED CATCHMENT PROJECT

C
O

N
TA

IN
S

C
R

O
W

N
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
M

ATE
R

IA
L

M
A

R
K

CO
ET

ZE
E

I0 105

Kilometers

M
ap

D
oc

um
en

t:
K

:\U
se

rs
\C

oe
tz

ee
\P

ro
je

ct
s\

C
la

re
_R

id
le

r\R
e_

M
an

g_
IC

M
_a

re
a.

m
xd

1:300,000

Legend
Project area

DOC administered land

Horizons region boundary

W
hanganui R

iver

Orautoha
Stream

Manganui-o
-te

-Ao River

Reta
ru

ke
Rive

r
Whakahoro

Ruatiti



Why is the area important?

The project area is home to the largest remaining 
population of North Island Brown kiwi in New 
Zealand, the second largest stand of lowland 
indigenous forest in the North Island, and 
contains one of seven critical strongholds of the 
endangered Blue Duck (Whio).

However, the long-term survival of these iconic 
species, and indeed the forest itself, is under 
threat from plant and animal pests. Possums, 
goats and pest plants are damaging the forest, 
and the bird and animal life is being decimated 
by the combined effects of possums, stoats, rats 
and feral cats.

What’s going to happen?

Over the next 10 years we hope to have:
The entire project area (180,000 ha) under •	
possum and rat control, and receiving pest 
plant control
35,000 ha receiving goat control•	
50 km of the Retaruke and Manganui a te Ao •	
rivers protected from stoats and cats
A large number of the privately owned bush •	
remnants and wetlands in the project area are 
fenced to prevent stock access, and
Significantly increase Kiwi, Blue Duck and •	
other wildlife numbers and improve forest 
health.

Who to contact for more 
information

If you would like to know more about 
this project, please contact:

Horizons Regional Council 
0508 800 800 or 
www.horizons.govt.nz

Department of Conservation
Whanganui Area Office
06 349 2100 or 
www.doc.govt.nz
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